By Robert L. Levey
Globe Staff

A national meeting of
student strike leaders at
MIT was disrupted iwice
yesterday by brawling
members .of the Progres-
sive Labor Parly (PLP)
and Students for a Demo-
cratic Society (SDS).

At one point, more than
150 young radicals were
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That  battle raged for
about 10 minutes, ac-
cording to observers, and
then the meeting was tem-
porarily recessed while
dozens of SMC members
poured out into the hall-
ways and dispersed the at-
tackers.

When the meeting re-
sumed, numerous students
sat nursing wounds and at
least two injured students
were removed from the
areas on stretchers, Many
SMC members sat in fat-
tered clothes.

The violent episode came
at a meeling designed fo
plan strategy for the con-

pummeling each other in
the hallway outside an MIT
lecture room. The fighting
was triggered by the refus-
al of the meeling organiz-
ers, the Student Mobiliza-
tion Committee to End the
War in Vietnam (SMC), to
allow Progressive party
and SDS members to occu~
py seats in the room,

At least seven people
were treated at the MIT in-

tirmary for minor injuries.
There was no police inter-
vention and no arrests were
made.

Carol Lipman of Wash-
ington, executive secretary
of the Mobilization Com-
mittee, said the first brawl
came before noon when a
Progressive {ried to get
into the meeting without
registering. About a dozen
PLP and S5DS members,
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who had already been ad-
mitted, dashed to the aid of

the gate crasher, and =a
brief battle ensued.
The Progressives and

SDS members then left.
Miss Lipman said the
meeting membership then
offered each group the
right to send in onig repre-
sentative, but the offer was
refused.

peace group brawl at MIT

tinuing - anti-war
ment.

During a long afternoon
discussion, SMC drafted
and passed {wo resolutions.
The first asks that all
anti-war groups campaign
against such violence and
defends the right of groups
to hold their meetings as
they see fit, The second de~
mands that PLP and SDS
repudiate the attack on the
meeting,

Don Gurewitz, an SMC
coordinator, said that three
weeks ago a local member
of the New Mobilization
Committee, Bob Bresna-
tian, who had worked &s 8
head marshal during recent

move~

peace demonstrations, was
badly beaten by seven or
eight PLP members in the
basement of a Harvard
building.

The incident appeared to
confirm the view that the
extreme radical groups still
regard the wider peace
movement as far removed
from their own causes.
“There has been a history
of attacks on the movement
from PLP and SDS,” Gu-
rewitz said.

In the regular business
sessions, the SMC voted to

move its main headquar-

ters from Washington to
New York, It was also de-
cided to start organizing
toward the next major day

of mass demonstrations
against the war -— Satur~
day, May 30. ™

Byron Ackerman, from
the SMC national office,
said the movement hopes to
“attract more labor in-
volvement.” He said that
the action by New York
construction workers
against anti-war demon-
strators has made some
union people anxious to
join actively in the peace
movement.

In & related develop-
ment, Sen. George S.
McGovern (D-SD,), yes-
terday sent congratulations
to the Massachusetts PAX
office, which organized a
campaign for the Amend-

Three hours later, she
said, 60 to 80 PLP and 8DS
members stormed the doors
of the meeting hall, Room
10-250, and were met by 25
to 30 Student Mobilization
steering committee mem-
bers who had been placed
to prevent another inci-
dent.
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CAROL LIPMAN
. . . described scene

ment to End the War that
has gathered 65,000 signa~
tures in the state,



- Brawl Mars MIT Peace m‘t‘ﬁgﬂﬁc

A meeting of young per-
sons concerned with ending
the war in Vietnam erupted
into a slugfest at MIT yester-
day afternoon. sending at
least six to the school's in-
firmary,

The five-minuie fracas
broke out when about 50 mem-
bevs of the Progressive Lubor
faction of the Students for a
Democratic Society tried to
forea their way into the meet-
ing.

They were met at the door
- by about an equal number of
the Student Mobilization Com-
mitee to End the War th Viet-
nam. After the fight stavted
more SMC membirs ¢ame out
of the hall to disperse the
would-be intruders.

When it was all over, both
sides accused the other of
using blackjacks and heavy
belts.

Two members of SMC had
to be carcied to the infirmary
by MIT campus police.

Eaclier a number of SDS
members had been refused
entrance to the lecture hall
when they declined to regis-
ter propetly,

This had set off a brief
oncounter, and the out-
numbered SDS left the scene
anly to return later with
veinforcements.

After the seeond fight, the
SMC, some looking hatteved,
rosumed their mecting,

Thn members passed a res-
olution indicting the SDS
Progressive Labot group for
the attack and decrying “all
violetnce in the (peace) move-
ment.”

Peter Camejo, a candidate
for the U. 8.
drafted the resolution said,
“If we have to he afraid to
hold a meeting, we're lost.”

A second resolution de-
manded that the SDS repudi-
ate the vinlence of some of its
members,

An SMC spokesman said
that a wember of the organ-
ization Bad been badly beaten
in .a Harvard University
basent ent by  #bout a half
dozen SDS men.

Items on the regulav agen-
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da that were passed inctud-
ing plans for organizing mass
Memorial Day peace demon-
stratinng to he held next Sat-
urday.

Tt was also voted to move
SMC main headquarters from
Washington to New York, and
to hold an anti-wwar conference
June 13 and 20 in Cleveland,

Ohin,
Byron Ackorman. a SMC
national  officer, said the

movement hopes to get more
suppart from workers,

He said some union person-
net had  irdicated intevest
following the construction
workers’ demonstrations  in
Now York against the peare
movement,

Kent Probe Panel Set

WASHINGTON (UPD —
President Nixon this week
will appoint a high-level coms
wission “to get to the bot-
tom of the Kent State tragedy”
in which four students were
shot dead by National Guards-
mon, at administration offi-
cial s»id yesterday,

White House communica-
tions  divector Herbert G.
Klein made the disclosure as
ho raised the possihility of
continted American air strikes
inzide Canbodia in support of

South Vietnamese forceg after
U, 8. ground forces withdraw
June 39,

Klein saidl Nixon would
name to the Kent State Com-
mission prestigious individuals
“With the ability 1o lnok with
an  unquestionable investiga-
tive mind at all the facts.”

The four students at Kent
State wece shot May 4 during
a rally protesting Nixon's de-
cision to send American fux ces
into Cambodia.
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100 in Fistfight at
Peace Meeting

By BETSY NADAS
H‘I‘ Staft Reporter
A free swinging brawl in-

volving more than 100 persons
erupted during a meeting of
the Student Mobilization Com-
mittee at an MIT lecture hall
yesterday when about 50 mem-
bers of a radical faction of the
SDS tried to force their way
in.

At least six persons were
treated for minor injuries at
the MIT infirmary after mem-
bers of SDS’s Progressive La-
bor faction slugged it out with
SMC members.

Earlier in the day five SDS

members were beaten by SMC .

door guards when one of their
members tried to force his
way into the lecture hall.

The groups disagree on what
methods shoud be used to stop
the war.

After the first fight, PL
members returned with about
50 supporters. They were met
by an equal number of SMC
members stationed outside the
lecture hall. When the SDS
group tried to force its way
past, fighting broke out and
lasted about five minutes.

Both sides accused the oppo-
sition of using blackjacks and
heavy belts. Two SMC mem-

bers were carried to the in-
firmary from the scene by MIT
security police who arrived as
the fight was breaking up.

The PL group retreated to
the MIT student center, while
the SMC group, in ripped
shirts and holding wet rags to
black eyes and head bumps,
resumed its meeting.

The SMC group held a
lengthy discussion on the
fight, and drafted a statement
“to repudiate all violence
within the movement,” and to
indict PL for the attack.

Peter Camejo, candidate for
the U.S. Senate who drafted
the statement, said the group
should “join with anyone to
defend anyone else’s meet-
ing 2

“If we have to be afraid to
hold a meeting, we’re lost,”
Camejo told the group. :

The remainder of the SMC
meeting was taken up with

_plans for a May 30 anti-war

demonstration and a June 18-
20 anti-war conference in
Cleveland. The May 30 de-
monstration will be aimed at
enlisting support of labor
unions and working class
people into the anti-war move-
ment.



